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the "results." It was an extraordinary sight—20,000 people, the papers 1892-1896
said—and when we were recognised at the windows there were loud
demands for a speech. Ultimately to appease them we went down and
from the steps I bellowed a paragraph of roaring platitudes about the
flowing tide, etc. etc. Eddy Tennant followed, and then there were
deafening cries for " Miss Tennant," who proceeded to deliver a highly
successful maiden speech. It was an amusing experience.
Saturday I spent in Arran, and was back home on Sunday morning*
Yesterday I lunched with J. Morley, but our talk was of elections and
majorities and savoured too much of the shop to be worth reporting.
There are certainly times in life—a general election being one—when
your friend's theory that the judgment day is over and that this is hell
seems plausible. Between you and me (tho* as a hardened optimist I
scarcely admit it to myself) I am not in high spirits about the future—
the country's, the party's, my own. To save others, even if one cannot
save oneself, is something ; but to fail in both would be a poor result.
Yours ever,
H, H, A.
Mr. Gladstone, from the moment of the " new departure," had
counted it a prime desideratum, that any party or combination
which propounded a solution of the Irish question should command
a majority independent of the Irish in Parliament. Not only was
this blessing to be a second time denied him, but the slenderness of
his hybrid forces foredoomed any Irish Bill, in all human likelihood,
to rejection by the House of Lords.1 In the event not only did the
Peers murder the Home Rule Bill at birth, but they proceeded to
" maim, maul, mangle, and mutilate " in its cradle the rest of the
Government's legislative progeny. Of its controversial measures the
Death Duties Budget of 1894 almost alone survived the stiletto or
the scalpel of a Chamber which at that time still accepted the House
of Commons as its master in the sphere of finance.
Lord Salisbury decided against immediate resignation, and met
Parliament in early August. Asquith, some months before, had had
it conveyed to him pretty clearly that he and his principal com-
panions in arms might expect office in the next Liberal Government,*
Arthur Balfour, taking this consummation for granted, had strongly
dissuaded him (though he needed no dissuading) from accepting
legal office. The impression that he was destined for distinguished
preferment was clinched when Mr* Gladstone selected him to move
1 Gladstone after the election was for a while in favour of shelving Home Bute
by a resolution, rather than taking it in hand at once by a Bill (Aaquith'a
diary—23rd July, 1892,)
8 In a conversation with John Morley (recorded in his diary under 8th April,
1892) in which the composition of the next Government was discussed, Asquith
seems to have expressed reluctance to take office at all. " Explained my msona
for not wanting legal office, or an# under present circumstances political and personal
He strong the other way. . . . Vague talk as to whether I could be in Cabinet, * • ."

